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PETITIONS FOR MEDICAL REFORM.

THE following Resolution was passed at
the last meeting of the Council of the British
Medical Association :-
" That as various Members of the House

of Commons have strongly urged that
it numerous Petitions on the subject of

" Medical Reform would be more useful
" AT THE PRESENT TIME than at any other,
the attention of the Editor of THE

LANCET, and the Public Press, be di-

rected to the subject, and that the Medical
Profession throughout the kingdom be re -

requested to act upon this saiggesEion:’
We have repeatedly urged upon our breth-

ren the propriety of waiting upon Members
of Parliament, and immediately petitioning
both Houses for Medical Reform. But we

are quite willing to reiterate the recom-

mendation. We repeat emphatically, and

earnestly, that the question rests with the
Medical Profession. It is for them to de-

cide whether they will sit quietly under
the indignities to which they are now ex-

posed ; and see the Medical Corporations
stand unreformed -obstructing the pro-

moters of science-exposing the members to
the inroads of extravagant quackery-and
utterly neglecting the interests of the im-

mense majority of the profession, wherein,
as in the Poor-Law matters, the self-elected
Councils are not themselves directly con-

cerned. If Medical Practitioners desire

Reform-if they think Reform just, useful,
and necessary-now is the time to press
the question, and to petition Parliament.

Reform can only be procured through the
Legislature. Bad legislation has been the
cause of the evils of which Medical Re-

formers complain. If there had been no

legislation on the subject, and no corrupt
charters granted by the Crown, the griev-
ances under which the public and the pro-
fession now groan, would have been in-

finitely less intolerable. The errors of an-

cient legislation can be corrected by legis-
lation-and by legislation alone. Similia

similibus curantur, although wilfully per-
verted by the Homoeopathists, holds in this
instance. The wrong has been done by
Parliament and the Government, who, in

past ages, rendered themselves the instru-
ments of a few ear-wigging, designing men,
when the voice of the Profession was not

heard, and no free medical press existed

to hold up the selfish, schemes and incor-

porated iniquities to public indignation.
. 

Six Petitions for Medical Reform have

been laid in this Session on the table of the

House of Commons. But in the examina-

tion which we have made of them we do not

find that they express the sense of universal
dissatisfaction with the present Corpora-
tiong, which prevails among all classes of
the Profession in every part of the

kingdom. This dissatisfaction can only
be made known to the Houses of Parliament

by Petitioning. We therefore repeat the

words petition-petition-petition-without
further delay. Meetings should be held at
least in every county, and Petitions for-

warded to the respective Representatives in
Parliament. Every Medical Society in the

! country should send Petitions to the Legis-
lature, and the Petitions should all be for-

warded, if possible, in the present month.
Mr. WARBURTON’S Committee sat in 1834,
and what has been done since ? We must re-

mind Reformers throughout the country, that

unless, like the Leader of Israel on the moun-

tain, they hold up their hands, their friends
can do nothing, cannot be expected to do

anything for them in Parliament, and would
inevitably be defeated in the House of

Commons, to say nothing of the House of
Lords.

We last week gave an account of the First

Meeting of the North of England Medical As-
sociation. Upwards of 70 members of the
Medical Profession were present. Dr.

HEADLAM, the late_Mayor of Newcastle,
was in the chair. The Meeting, the Peti-

tion, and the whole proceedings, were in the
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highest degree creditable to the zeal and

intelligence of the Medical Practitioners of I

the North of England. We shall be glad to
see their example followed in the rest of the

kingdom. The Petition is based upon right
principles, and goes to the root of the evils.
It laments the neglect of the public health-
the impunity of quacks-the want of super-
vision in pharmacy, and the bold and fearful
line of practice pursued by druggists in de.
luding the sick, and prescribing for diseases
of which they have not the slightest know-
ledge. But the Petition does not stop
there ; it directs the attention of the Legisla-
ture to the causes of these abuses-" the

"nineteen sourcesfrom whence are obtained di-
" plomas and licences to practise, each varying
" from the other in the extent of the education
" enjoined, and the examination instituted, as
"well as in the privileges conferred."

Another paragraph points at the great
fountain of evil-irresponsible, self&middot;eleotive
Councils :

" That the Colleges, and Corporate Insti- i
tutions which at this time preside over the
Medical Profession, are wholly unequal to
the correction of the abuses complained of
by medical men. The constitution of those
bodies is defective and objectionable in the
extreme, they being, for the most part, go-
verned by self-elected Councils, the members
of which are irresponsible, and hold their
offices for life. Your Petitioners would beg
to represent, that the Members of the Pro-
fession are, from their station and respecta-
bility, entitled to the privileges, at least, of
municipal and parliamentary electors, and
should be allowed to have some controul
over the management of the institutions to
which is committed the protection of their
interests."

There ! What will the renegade WILLIAM
LAWRENCE say to that? The Medical Prac-

titioners of the North of England dare to
tell the Legislature that they think them-

selves, " at least, entitled to the privileges of
municipal and parliamentary electors!"
We cannot help thinking that Dr. LYNCH

is not quite serious in his project of Reform.
It sounds very like an old-school, free-and.
easy theory of the nervous, or some otber
system.
That Dr. LYNCH is a sincere and zealous

leformer, we are convinced. But why
loes Doctor LYNCH ascribe to Reformers
:he attempt to destroy, " at one fell swoop" "

dl existing Medical Corporations? No

such attempt was ever contemplated. It is

10t a question of destruction, but of reo
onstruction. Take the London College of
Surgeons, for instance. Of what does the

London College of Surgeons consist? Of

14,000 members. Twenty-one of the memo
bers, under the present charter, constitute
the Council ; the Twenty-one are self-elected,
irresponsible, absolutely independent of the
other members; they expend all the money,
and exercise all the power of the Corpo.
ration. What does the destruction of the

London College of Surgeons imply? The

destruction of the members-as members-

and the dissolution of the link which binds

them together in a Corporation. But the

Reform of the Corporation is a very differ.

ent affair; it is simply restoring to the

14,000 members the right of controlling the
Council-by periodical election. This is

not destroying the Council; it does not

even disqualify the present members of

Council; they will be eligible as candi.

dates; and so long as the claims of the

Twenty-one appear to be legitimate in the
eyes of a majority of the Profession, they
will hold their places-but no longer. And

ought they to desire-can any high.minded
man desire-to hold their offices longer, or

upon any other terms ? Have they any other
claims to office than their qualification for

their places-of which a majority of their
brethren will be the.best judges? The sub.
stitution of a Representative Council for

self-elective, irresponsible Councils, is any-

thing but destruction. It would give to the

Councils, which have long lost all moral

power, and all human respect, new vigour;
and is the only chance they have of surviv.
ing an inevitable fate. It would be the reo

juvenescence of the senile &AElig;SONS:&mdash;

veteremque exire cruorem
Passa, replet succis.

* Ot ’" ,.

Pulsa fugit macies: abeunt pallorque si-
tusque ;
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Adjectoque cavse supplentur sanguine vense;
Membraque luxuriant.
Away, then, for ever, with the cant of the

destruction of the Corporations. Was the

reform of the Municipal Corporations their
destruction ?
But to carry out Medical Reform ef.

fectually, the Medical Profession must be
united in one Faculty. The Corporations-
the licensing bodies-not the universities or
schools, for we have nothing to do with
them-the members, we say, of the Corpora-
tions may be united, and the licensing
bodies consolidated, by election ; but, we
have yet to learn that the union of the mem-

bers, and of the isolated powerless ]3oards,
in one body, involves the idea of destruc-
tion.

Dr. LYNCH’S " Board of Controul,"
the least reflection must convince him,
would prove a most lame and impotent
piece of machinery in practice. And it

would be infinitely more unpalatable to the
present Councils, than the plan which it is
to replace. Would any one member of the

Twenty-one prefer subjugation under " a
Board of Controul," to a representative
faculty, wherein he would have a prospect
of enjoying the supreme power, delegated
to him by an enlightened powerful consti.

tuency. Dr. LYNCH, beware of crotchets !

Again, we intreat Medical Reformers to

exert themselves in the great cause, which,
though it must finally triumph, must tri-
umph by their exertions, intelligence, and
PETITIONS.

The Modern Treatment of Syphilitic Diseases,
both Primary and Secondary : comprising
an Account of the New Remedies, with
numerous Formulas for their Preparation
and Mode of Administration. By LANG-
STON PARKER, M.R.C.S., &c. Churchill,
London. 1839. 8vo, pp. 158.

The Modern Treatment of Syphilitic Diseases,
both Primary and Secondary : comprisina
an Account of the New Remedies, with
numerous Formulae for their Preparation
and Mode of Administration. By LANG-
STON PARKER, M.R.C.S., &c. Churchill,
London. 1839. 8vo, pp. 158.
THIS little work contains a great deal of

useful information on the modern treatment
of syphilitic diseases. It is divided into
sixteen sections or small chapters. The

first two embrace the simple and mercurial

treatment of the Venereal Disease; the
third is devoted to Inoculation, as a means
of diagnosis ; in sections four, five, and six,
Gonorrhoea is described ; in section seven,
Chancres of the Urethra; in section eight,
Primary Venereal Sores ; section nine is
devoted to Secondary Syphilis ; sections

ten, eleven, and twelve, to Venereal Affec-
tions of the Skin. In the remaining chap-
ters are noticed Warts, Nodes, Pains, &c.
We can recommend Mr. Parker’s work

to the attention of our readers. It is writ-
ten in a plain, unpretending manner, yet
abounds in interesting and useful infor-
mation.
We extract the following passages from

Mr. Parker’s volume, for it would be im-

possible to offer anything like an analysis
of its contents :-

OF INJECTIONS IN GONORRH<EA.

Many surgeons object to the use of injec-
tions in gonorrhoea, fearing that they fe-
quently occasion stricture and other morbid
conditions of the urethra. I am however
of opinion, with Dr. Wallace and Ricord,
that a long-continued irritation or inflam-
mation of the urethra is much more likely 

‘

to give rise to these evils, and hence it is
of consequence to cure a gonorrhoea by the
means which will accomplish this object
most quickly, at the same time they do it
safely. It is true, that injections require
great caution in their use, and their in-
judicious employment is frequently followed
by serious consequences, but in these in-
stances the blame rests with the surgeon
and not with the-remedy. Injections should
generally be used twice or three times in
the day, and the fluid injected should be
made to remain in the urethra a minute or
two before it is discharged.

In the acute forms of gonorrhoea, in-
jections are inadmissible ; they should be
employed as soon as this stage is passed,
and in cases chronic or indolent from the
commencement they may at once be used.
To cut short a gonorrhoea at once, when

a patient applies before the acute stage has
commenced, Ricord prefers injections of
the nitrate of silver, which he employs of
the strength of two grains to eight ounces
of distilled water,* gradually increasing
the strength as long as no irritation is pro-
duced. When the acute stage has passed
this surgeon generally employs the acetate
of leadt for a few days, but has recourse
again to the nitrate of silver in stronger
solution, if the lead does not quickly suc-

Nitrate of silver, 2 grs.
Water, 8 oz.&lstrok;Ricord;

t Acetate of lead, 2 scrup.;
Roseuater, 6 oz.


